
Career Fair Crash Course
Employers don’t want you to know about this one simple trick



News flash
● SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy Successfully Launches into Space (link)

○ AND DID YOU SEE THAT LANDING

● 'Deepfake' AI-edited Videos Banned (link)

● Snapchat Loses $350M In Q4 2017, Still Its Best Quarter Ever (link)

● Reddit founder & CEO steps down (link)

● Photographer captures subcultures that refuse to die (link)

● Founder of the EFF has died (link)

● Is your work meaningful? (link)

● LinkedIn -> Resume (link)

● VPN (link)

full video

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/06/science/falcon-heavy-spacex-launch.html
http://www.ibtimes.com/what-are-deepfakes-pornhub-bans-fake-porn-videos-made-using-ai-2650527
https://techcrunch.com/2018/02/06/snap-inc-earnings-q4-2017/
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=16326866
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=16324224
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=16328546
https://lobste.rs/s/orbiuh/ask_is_your_work_meaningful
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=16325814
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=16325394
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5I8jaMsHYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbSwFU6tY1c


What does a resume get me?
● First glance snapshot of the applicant (you)

● Opportunity to showcase accomplishments in brief

● Good place to start conversations later in the process, like

○ Previous or current jobs or responsibilities

○ Previous or current projects

○ Previous or current hackathons

● A place to demonstrate attention to detail

● But most importantly, an interview



What does a cover letter get me...?
● A place to talk about the company-specific opportunities that excite you, or

● A way to stand out in a way that would be strange on your resume

● Can also simply be a place to put additional relevant information

● Some bizarre / outlandish example

http://www.nina4airbnb.com/


My friend’s example...
“My friend Max will not shut up about his internship 

at GitHub. It’s gotten so bad that I decided to check it 

out, and actually, the program seems pretty cool. I 

could totally see myself working at GitHub this 

summer.

Also, I hear you have an office dog named Nala. I too 

have a dog named Nala. I want to meet your Nala.”



Resume Example 1
resume

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ln6_A5_syGnM_9VlBq-E0FWuj3PdblRf


Resume Example 2
resume

website

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mz52oRODjO1yPcOu-ES4ecshblC1sYVZ/view?usp=sharing
http://schmoejoseph.com/


Solid Resume Guidelines
● Formatting: 1 page, .pdf

● Order matters

● Be consistent in tense

● Prioritize technical skills/accomplishments -> leadership -> other activities

● Hyperlink wherever you can

● Don’t have too much or too little explanation

● Don’t have buzzwords unless you can back them up



Partner Critiquing!



How to interact with employers at career fairs
● Research companies you’re interested in beforehand

● Introduce yourself, keep it short (elevator pitch)

● Ask interesting and probing questions

● Express why you’re excited and passionate to work specifically for them

● Don’t try and force paper on people

● Get business card and follow-up via email



How to get the most out of hackathons
● Go in knowing exactly what you want out of it

○ Winning a general/API award

○ Getting a headstart on a personal project

○ Focusing on non-hacking things - workshops, networking, snagging swag

○ Making friends and building things with interesting people

● Don’t be afraid to ask for help!

● Don’t just make some bullshit project with Ethereum



● Post your resume on Piazza

○ “Instructors only” if you only want us to see it

○ Class-wide if you want feedback from your peers

○ Due: 11:59pm tonight! Feb 07, 2018.

○ Reason: we want to get you some feedback before the career fair!

● Go to the career fair! Friday, 12-2:30pm

● Go to IDHack! Friday, 6pm -- Saturday, sometime

● Think of some ideas for your project by Monday, classtime

Homework 1


